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The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, on that,
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

UNITED STATES-SINGAPORE FREE
TRADE AGREEMENT—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 108-
100)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Ways and Means
and the Committee on the Judiciary
and ordered to be printed.

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit legislation
and supporting documents to imple-
ment the United States-Singapore Free
Trade Agreement (FTA). The Agree-
ment will further open Singapore’s
markets and increase competition and
consumer choice. This is America’s
first FTA with an Asian-Pacific nation,
and we hope it will serve as a bench-
mark for future free trade agreements
with other nations in the region. The
Agreement will enhance prosperity in
the United States and Singapore, serve
the interest of expanding U.S. com-
merce, and advance our overall na-
tional interest.

My Administration is strongly com-
mitted to securing a level playing field
for America’s workers, farmers, and
businesses. The Congress helped ad-
vance that policy by passing Trade
Promotion Authority in the Trade Act
of 2002 (the “Trade Act’’). The Congress
can help us take another important
step by approving this Agreement and
the implementing legislation. Without
this Agreement, U.S. workers and busi-
nesses could be placed at a competitive
disadvantage, because Singapore has
signed or is currently working on free
trade agreements with Japan, Canada,
Australia, Mexico, and India.

In negotiating this FTA, my Admin-
istration was guided by the negotiating
objectives set out in the Trade Act.
The Agreement locks in tariff-free ac-
cess for all U.S. goods, including tex-
tile and agriculture products, and ad-
dresses other barriers to trade. It opens
opportunities for our services busi-
nesses, which now account for nearly 65
percent of our gross domestic product
and more than 80 percent of employ-
ment in the United States. Through
this FTA, Singapore will grant sub-
stantial additional market access to
U.S. firms across a broad spectrum of
services, including banking, insurance,
securities and related financial serv-
ices, express delivery services, profes-
sional services, and telecommuni-
cations. The Agreement also incor-
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porates commitments on regulatory
transparency that will be of special
help to services business.

This Agreement provides state-of-
the-art intellectual property protec-
tion, including significant commit-
ments on trade in digital products. It
ensures that electronic commerce will
stay free of duties and discriminatory
rules. In addition, Singapore will ac-
cede to international treaties dealing
with copyright and access issues for
the Internet.

United State citizens and businesses
that invest in Singapore will have sig-
nificant increased protections. This
Agreement enhances transparency and
openness in order to foster a more se-
cure environment for trade and invest-
ment. Furthermore, Singapore will
provide U.S. investors with important
substantive protections that Singapo-
rean investors already enjoy in the
United States.

Singapore and the United States
have also agreed to cooperate on the
environment and labor issues and to es-
tablish mechanisms to support those
efforts. The FTA obligates each coun-
try to enforce its own labor and envi-
ronmental laws and makes clear that
domestic labor or environmental pro-
tections may not be reduced in order to
encourage trade or investment. The
Agreement also preserves our right to
pursue other legitimate domestic ob-
jectives, including the protection of
health and safety, consumer interests,
and national security.

Trade and openness contribute to de-
velopment, the rule of law, economic
growth, and international cooperation.
Singapore is a close partner of the
United States, and this Agreement will
strengthen those ties.

With the approval of this Agreement
and passage of the implementing legis-
lation by the Congress, we will advance
U.S. economic, security, and political
interests, while encouraging others to
work with us to expand free trade
around the world.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HousE, July 15, 2003.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2691, DEPARTMENT OF INTE-
RIOR AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2004

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington (dur-
ing the DelLauro Motion to Instruct
conferees on H.R. 1308), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 108-209) on the
resolution (H. Res. 319) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2691)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of the Interior and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2004, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

July 15, 2003

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 2122,
PROJECT BIOSHIELD ACT OF 2003

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington (dur-
ing the DelLauro Motion to Instruct
conferees on H.R. 1308). Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that it be in
order at any time without intervention
of any point of order to consider in the
House H.R. 2122; that the bill be consid-
ered as read for amendment; that in
lieu of the amendments recommended
by the Committee on Government Re-
form and the Select Committee on
Homeland Security now printed in the
bill, the amendment in the nature of a
substitute | have placed at the desk be
considered as adopted; that all points
of order against the bill, as amended,
be waived; that the bill, as amended, be
debatable for 90 minutes, with 60 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, 15 minutes equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Government Reform,
and 15 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and rank-
ing minority member of the Select
Committee on Homeland Security; and
that the previous question be consid-
ered as ordered on the bill, as amended,
to final passage, without intervening
motion, except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Project Bio-
Shield Act of 2003"".

SEC. 2. BIOMEDICAL COUNTERMEASURE RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AU-
THORITIES.

(@) IN GENERAL.—Part B of title 11l of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 243 et
seq.) is amended by inserting after section
319F the following section:

“SEC. 319F-1. AUTHORITY FOR USE OF CERTAIN
PROCEDURES REGARDING QUALI-
FIED COUNTERMEASURE RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—

“(1) AUTHORITY.—INn conducting and sup-
porting research and development activities
regarding biomedical countermeasures under
section 319F(h), the Secretary may conduct
and support such activities in accordance
with this section if the activities concern
qualified countermeasures.

““(2) QUALIFIED COUNTERMEASURE.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘qualified
countermeasure’ means a priority counter-
measure (as defined in section 319F(h) and as
determined by the Secretary in accordance
with such section and consistent with sec-
tions 302(2) and 304(a) of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002) against a chemical, biologi-
cal, radiological, or nuclear agent that may
cause a public health emergency affecting
national security.

““(3) INTERAGENCY COOPERATION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—IN carrying out activi-
ties under this section, the Secretary is au-
thorized, subject to subparagraph (B), to
enter into interagency agreements and other
collaborative undertakings with other agen-
cies of the United States Government.

The
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